Bradman one-daye

By DANIEL JOHNS

BRADMAN Oval curator Josh
5 Woodcock has promised to pre-
pare a belter in readiness for
next month’s international one
dayer between Australia
Country XI and New Zealand.
The January 23 showdown
will be Woodcock's second inter-
national as curator and he
admitted feeling the heat over

\ preparing a suitable wicket.

4'3 “It is a real challenge but it's
3 also very exciting,” he said.
9 “It's hard work bringing it up
to one day standard and the
B timing has to be absolutely per-
N fect.

“I'm very confident of having
®s=the wicket in great condition
& with a nice even cover.

N “Itllbea tyfncal one day pitch
A with plontyo bounce and carry.
& “There will probably be a bit in

3 it for the bowlers early but I
think at the end of the day it will
gbe a mnﬁu-ack_

‘8 “But really we're ultimately
govemed by how much grass is
Rt on the wicket
B4 More grass on the wicket
i3 means there will be more turn
(3 and movement for the bowlers
= while a lighter cover would
rymake it a batsman’s paradise.
e But the heavy playing sched-
@ule on the historic ground
s means that two of the pitches
i are currently being completely

27 resurfaced and Woodcock is

Watforced to start from scratch with
E%the wicket for January’s big
Eematch,

¥ “We have 56 matches per year

xhere which is about double that

f any ground in the state,” he
waid.

we have to remove the old
growth and completely resur-
ace the wicket.

“It really is a matter of
urgency t.hut this be done at this
time of year.”

But the transplant operation
does not come cheap with the
procedure coming at a cost of
nearly $5000.

“We do strips a year and the
museum bears the cost entirely
themselves,” Woodcock said.

“We don't get these interna-
tional matches automatically
Fiven to us and it’s through the

evel and performance of the
outfield and wicket that we con-
tinue to draw them.

“The outfield is in sensational
condition agam and is like a bil-
liard table.

Marketing manager
Bradman Museum, Jacguetin
Semple-Nolan claime e
foundations continued success
in drawing these international
matches civ:.as a huge coup for the

an event that draws
about 4000 people it's a real
boost to local businesses and is
great for the community,” she

said.
“It’s just such a great day of vil-
la  green cricket.
“It’s a fantastic atmosphere
and you can get so close to the

pla

TK New Zealand side will be
named on Wednesday while the
Australian Country side will be
made up of players selected
from the Australian Country
Championship and will be
named on January 15.

Tickets for the big match are
still availnb]e from the

o
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